
 

 
 

 
 

 

Senior Year- Get Organized!  
Five key senior year milestones.  
In 12th grade, you will:  

1. Choose a pathway for after graduation (2 year college, 4 year 
college, trade/apprenticeship, military, or other). 

2. Apply to postsecondary programs or institutions.  
3. Prepare a financial plan and apply for financial aid. 
4. Complete all high school graduation requirements.  
5. Graduate. 

 
It is important to stay organized. Create a calendar or timeline that 
includes application deadlines and other important dates. This fall, 
start preparing for your post high school pathway.  

• Meet with your guidance counselor and/or Dawn Hilsendeger 
in the College and Career Center to talk about postsecondary 
plans.  

• Review transcript to make sure you are on track to graduate 
on time. Not sure? Make sure you ask your counselor questions! 

• Learn the application process for your pathway. Get started 
on the applications. Start writing application essays if 
required. 

• Create/update resume. The resume will help with 
applications. Plus, students will want to share it with people who are writing 
recommendations for them. 

• Ask teachers, counselors, coaches, or employers for letters of recommendation. Give 
them plenty of time. Students should give them a copy of their resume plus specific 
instructions about how to submit the recommendation and the deadline.  

• Take/retake any needed entrance exams. Many (most) colleges are waiving SAT/ACT for fall 
2021 admissions. Make sure you check on requirements for your chosen schools.  
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Did You Know? 

Seniors with a 4 year college pathway should consider applying to colleges from within each of these 
three categories: 

− Reach - You might not get in, or you might not be able to afford it, but it's worth applying because you 
really want to go.  

− Target/match - You're a competitive applicant and will likely be accepted, and you can most likely 
afford it.  

− Safety - You'll definitely get accepted, and it's a backup in case the others don't work out. You can 

definitely afford it. Community colleges are a great safety option. This is the most important category!  
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STEP 1: College Applications  
Every college sets its own admission requirements, so it’s a good idea to 
check with the college’s website to see what criteria (GPA, test scores, 
etc.) applicants must meet in order to be a good candidate.  
 
Early applications are usually due in the fall, sometimes even as early as 
October. For regular admissions, applications are usually due in 
December or January. Start the application process now to avoid the 
stress of last minute submissions.  
 
Here are the most common parts to an application: 

✓ The Application: Most 

colleges use their own 
custom application form, 
but many schools use a 
shared application called 
the Common Application 
or the Coalition 

Application. 
✓ Personal 

Statement/Essay: 
Some colleges will 
require at least one 
written essay. Your main 
goal should be to share 
personal information in 
a clear, engaging way. 
The personal statement is 
a way for admissions 
officers to get to know 
who applicants are and 
why they want to attend 
their college.  

✓ Transcript: 4 year  

colleges will require a 
high school transcript, 
which is a record of your  
classes and grades. 
Students, who have 
earned college credit 
through Running Start, 
will also need to submit 
those college transcripts.  

✓ Test Scores: The 

required test could be 
one of the following: SAT 
and/or ACT, SAT Subject 
Tests (select subjects), or 
ASVAB (for military).  

✓ Short Answer 
Response: These are 

extra questions beyond a 
personal statement.  

✓ Activities 
Log/Resume: This 

listing of extracurricular 
activities is a way for 
admissions to get to know 
who you are outside the 
classroom.  

✓ Letters of 
Recommendation: 
Sometimes a college will 
require one or more 
letters of 
recommendation, from 
someone other than a 
family member. 

Application fee: Most 

4 year schools have an 
application fee. Income 
eligible students can use 
fee waivers. 2 year school 
applications are generally 
free.  

  

Colleges are looking at 3 things when they review transcripts: 
1. Does this applicant have the course requirements for our school? 

➢ 4 year colleges require you have taken a distribution of course requirements including 3 years of math, 
4 years of English, 3 years of science, 3 years of social studies, 2 years of foreign language and more.  

2. Does this applicant show that courses were chosen with intention and have prepared the applicant for our 
school? 

➢ If you indicate interest in engineering, but have not taken advanced math, it may be a concern. If you 
indicate an interest in medical fields, but have not taken relevant courses like advanced 
biology/science, anatomy, etc, it may be a concern. 

3. Does this applicant show consistent grade performance or an upward grade trend? 
➢ Bombed freshman year? Not a problem if you show that you have steadily worked to increase your 

grades. Colleges want to know that you are on a positive trend that will continue when you graduate. 

What do schools do with transcripts? 

“College” includes 

many options such 

as apprenticeships, 

on-the-job training 

programs, 

community college 

certificates, two-

year degrees, and 

four-year degrees. 



 

 

Step 2: Apply for Financial Aid  
You and your family should complete and submit either the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) or the Washington 
Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA). Both applications 
open October 1. You should complete this step as soon as 
possible.  
 
REMINDER: File the FAFSA (https://fafsa.ed.gov/) if your child is a U.S. citizen or permanent 

resident. Students who do not meet these eligibility requirements should file the WASFA 

(www.readysetgrad.org/wasfa). 

 
Students and parents will be required to report income and tax information for 2019. Because 
you will have already done your taxes by the time you fill out your FAFSA, you should be able to 
use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool (IRS DRT) to automatically import your tax information into your 
FAFSA. See more information at: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/resources/parents. 
 

Dawn Hilsendeger, college and career facilitator at Ferris, is available 

for 1:1 FAFSA help sessions. Just ask! See contact info on page 1. 

 
Students need to file for financial aid every year they are in college 
 

 

Myth Buster 

 

 
MYTH: It is not necessary to submit FAFSA if my parents “make too much”. 

 
REALITY: Every student should submit the FAFSA (or WASFA for undocumented students). Here 

is why: 
 

1. WA is a national leader in college grant programming. Grant money is FREE and does NOT need 
to be paid back. Families earning up to $112,000 per year can be eligible depending on 
household size and other factors. FAFSA is the ONLY way to determine grant eligibility. 

2. FAFSA is required for College Bound Scholarship to be awarded. College Bound Scholarship 
students will have tuition covered at WA public institutions (and some privates, too!) if they 
submit FAFSA, graduate with a 2.0, show good citizenship and an eligible household income.  

3. Colleges use the Expected Family contribution (EFC) figure from FAFSA to determine if they can 
award institutional aid to students. FAFSA is the ONLY way to determine a universally 
recognized EFC. 

4. Many colleges and other organizations require FAFSA before they can award scholarships. 

5. All freshman are offered $5,500 in student loans. Students can accept any amount from $0-
$5500 or decline it all. FAFSA is the ONLY way to be offered federal student loans. 
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